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When the angel Gabriel appeared to Mary, his greeting stirred up a swirl of emotions in her.
At the words, “The Lord is with you,"” she was shocked, confused, and afraid. Let's talk
together about the concrete situation Mary may have been in and the real difficulties

she would likely have faced.
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Jesus was born as King. His coming was the restoration of God's reign—something humanity
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had lost and rejected. Therefore, to believe in Jesus is to experience and savor God's rule
in every area of life. Share moments from your own life when you have sensed or recognized

God's reign.
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The gospel can only be embraced by faith—there is no other way. Consider how deep the
darkness and abyss might have been for the life of a humble and imperfect woman like
Mary, as she was called to carry this gospel. Her son would become an itinerant prophet,

the object of both attention and criticism, and would ultimately be driven toward death.
Though Mary did not yet know all of this, her response was an extraordinary act of faith.
What does it mean for you to live as someone who bears the gospel?
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Gospel-bearer

Luke 7122 1:26-38
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£3(The Gospel That Stuns Us, 26-30%)

£3(The Gospel of Jesus the King, 31-35%)

E+= £3(The Gospel we bear by faith, 36-38%)
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